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�itC)r�l 
UFO Research Australia Newsletter {UFORAN} fulfils two functions, one 

independent, the other eo-operational. 

Independently, the magazine presents the average reader with a broad cross­

section of UFO research activities. 

UFORAN is written by active objective researchers for serious minded people 

who share a genuine curiosity in the subject. 

Ours is not a commercial magazine, there is no reason for us to sensationalise 

events and very much against our principles to do so. 

UFORAN is not a closed publication, our readers are invited to express their 

views on anything relating to UFOs in our FORUM section. 

eo-operationally, UFORAN interchanges information with the Australian Centre 

for UFO studies. The Centre has its own specialised publication - The ACUFOS Journal, 

which is technical in content and written by UFO researchers specifically for UFO 

researchers. 

UFORAN and the ACUFOS Journal are complimentary publications covering every 

aspect of present day research. 

UFO Research Australia Newsletter and the ACUFOS Journal are objective magazines. 

Research often reveals the spectacular sighting to be misperception of a 

mundane object, but surely this is better to know than not, for there are sightings, 

events and evidence that cannot be explained. This is the true mystery to explore. 

Unfortunately some pieces of the puzzle lay hidden amongst the beliefs and 

prejudices of those determined to see extraterrestrial visitations in every report. 

These people generate sufficient confusion to further conceal the pieces, but 

consistent rational research is gradually unearthing them. 

For every argument there is a counter argument and we are presenting these 

to you in an unbiased manner. There are numerous theories of what unexplained UFOs 

are not and remarkably few intelligent theories of what they could be, we are also 

exploring this rather neglected approach to the subject. 

UFO investigation has come a long way in recent years. Researchers of member 

organisations of the Australian Centre for UFO Studies co-operate and unselfishly 

exchange information and have the knowledge and experience to objectively assess 

UFO events. 

This high level of co-operation is evident each year at the UFO Conferences 

held in the various states of Australia. It is here that researchers present and 

discuss the results and conclusions of their investigations during the past year. 

The general public are welcome to attend and observe Australian UFO research at work· 

The 1981 UFO Conference will be held in Adelaide, South Australia, October 10-12. 

Further information will be published at a later date in UFORAN-1 
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far north 
The following event occurred on December 3, 1980, but was not fully reported to 

UFOR(FNQ) until March this year. 

Only one of the two witnesses involved agreed to complete a detailed report of 
his experience, the other percipient who was the owner-driver of the vehicle involved, 
wishes anonymity. 

Prior to the report being made, the investigator was acquainted with the reporter 
who is 18 years of age. 

lt is not UFOR(FNQ) policy to publish witnesses names, we shall therefore call 
our reporter Gavin. 

THE I NCIDENT 

The close encounter occurred on the main road through the Murray Upper district 
20km south-west of Tully. 

The two witnesses were travelling north along this road in a late model Valiant. 
The surrounding area is rural and relatively isolated, mostly open paddocks upon which 
horses and cattle graze. 

At approximately 7 pm the witnesses drove across the Murray River floodway. At 
this point Gavin (in the front passenger seat) noticed a "strange light" through the 
open car window. lt was in the sky to the left of, and behind the vehicle. 

The witnesses continued to travel north, the "light" became brighter and approached 
closer to the car. Gavin began to steer (from the passenger side) so the driver could 
observe the object through the open passenger window. Whilst travelling in this manner 
the car's engine stopped completely, as did the radio. The car lights began to "flicker," 
after approximately six seconds the radio began to emit a combined "static and beeping" 
noise. With the car completely immobilised neither Gavin nor the driver were "game 
enough to get out of the car." 

The object was now "hovering" above and "the car and its contents were vibrating" 
whilst the object emitted "a high pitched drumming sound." Gavin estimated that the 
object was above the car for 20 minutes or more, during which time he and the other 
witness "just sat there and looked at it!" 

The object then moved away (without turning) at a steady speed to the left of 
the vehicle (passenger side) and stopped 750 to 800 metres away. lt momentarily 
"hovered" again, and then turned (horizontally} and took off at a 45° angle towards the 
north-east. 

Once the UFO had gone the witnesses left the car, they noticed an absence of 
"insect noise" and could not see or hear any animals nearby, which they considered 
unusual. Examining the car's engine the witnesses found no appareht damage and managed 
to start the car "first pop." 

The witnesses continued to their intended destination near lnnisfail. 
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FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND 

dome of yellow light 
walkway? • �laddered walkway? 

light 

Underside view of the object 

(as drawn by Gavin) 

THE OBJECT 

Obviously the witnesses were 
in a good position to view the 
underside of the object, in fact 
this is the only section seen clear­
ly by them (possibly due to the 
brightness of the lights and their 
angle of view) . The upper section, 
if any, was obscured or perhaps not 
as brightly lit as the bottom. 

Gavin stated that the ••curved 
pi ece•• (see diagram) seemed to be 
the front of the object (however, 
when it moved away it travel led 
slightly sideways) . This section 
and the 11large square sided dome•• 
centrally positioned on the trail­
ing section, were composed of 
11brilliant yellow light.•• 

This rear section o( the 
UFO was 11red overlaid by a green 
tint.11 There also appeared to 

be 11laddered walkways or enclosed catwalks11 (like those used at airports) crossing it 
on both sides. 

The witnesses were unsure of the object•s size, but were certain it was ••very big.•• 
The UFOs altitude was estimated as tree-top level. 

VEH I CLE EFFECTS 

The radio was silent for approximately six seconds, as the object approached 
it emitted static itermittent with a beeping noise until the UFO departed. When 
later inspected the internal components of the radio were found to have shorted out. 

While the object hovered above the car it gave off a ••constant high pitched 
drumming sound11 which caused the car and its contents to ••vibrate•• slightly. 

The witnesses did not notice any down orafts of air while the UFO was overhead. 

The vehicles electrical system has not given any trouble since the incident. 

EVALUAT I ON 

No aircraft or helicopters would have been flying at this altitude, in this area, 
at this time (note the lack of down draft) . 

The witnesses have suffered no psychological or physiological problems since 
the event. 

Gavin related his srory to us in a consistent manner which we have not been able to 
fault.l 
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or the lights, at about 3 am he noticed the lights were 

During the last 18 months 
there have been remarkably few 
reports received by the Tasmanian 
UFO I nvestigation Centre. 

Three cases only recently 
reported to the centre are, 
however, of interest. 

February 9, 1981. North east of 
F l in de rs I sland. 

Two witnesses saw two flash-
ing lights and a puzzling glow 
whilst sailing their yacht across 
Bass S trait. They were 140km 
north-east of Flinders I sland 
running in rough conditions on 
a heading of 190 to 180 degrees. 
At approximately 2300hrs on 
February 8, two white lights were 
noticed either side of the yacht's 
heading at a few degrees elevation. 
A beam of light pulsed irregular­
ly between these two lights from 
left to right. 

The second witness noticed 
during his watch that a 20 metre 
area about the yacht was illum­
inated (no moon was seen) . 
Because of the rough weather 
he was unable to study the glow 
no longer visible. 

At 9 am the witness's turned on their radio to check on the weather but found the 
yacht's battery was flat, despite having been fully charged the previous day at Gabo 
Island. A battery operated clock bought in S ydney had also stopped, and a car clock 
running off the yacht's battery had stopped at the unlikely time of 18.18 am/pm, it 
has not worked since. The yacht motor had to be started by hand and over the next day or so 
its battery recharched. Despite being in the Hobart dock for some weeks without the 
engine running it has not lost its charge. 

The lights, glow and other effects could all be unconnected, but strangely, they 
seem to have all happerned at the same time. 

February 20, 1981. Campbelltown. 

Two witnesses were travel ling south to Hobart from Launceston at approximately 8.30 
pm on the evening of February 20. They had just passed the town of Campbelltown and 
were 130km from Hobart when they noticed a huge white ball with a silver blue edge 
stationary about 200 metres away suspended 100 metres above a paddock. 

While the witnesses were wondering what the ball could be, it seemed to explode into 
a large area of intense light, brighter than day. The interior and exterior of the 
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TASMANIA 

car were brilliantly illuminated by a light painful to the eyes. The light then contracted 
back to the original ball which became a spherical shape and began falling to earth, it 
was still white in colour but the edge had become red. The witness departed at once 
and did not look back. The sighting lasted 10 seconds approximately. 

February 2 1 , 1981 . Mt. Nelson. 

On February 21, at 2 am , two witnesses at Mt. Nelson saw two large white 1 ights 
approaching from the east at 60 degrees elevation. The two lights, one behind the other, 
passed away to the north and gave the impression of curving to the south. 

Within seconds four white lights appeared from the south. Heading south-east 
they moved steadily away in a row and disappeared into the distance after some minutes. 

The Department of Science and Technology (Canberra) advised that no satellites 
were visible over Tasmania at that time, they suggested that the lights may have been 
debris re-entry because some fifteen objects were due to re-enter in February. 

We received a number of calls regarding two lights crossing the sky at the same 
time the Mt. Nelson witnesses had their sighting.l 

THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FROM: THE TASMANIAN UFO INVESTIGATION CENTRE 

PO Box 99 

NORTH HOBART 

TASMANIA 7002 

AUSTRALIA 

TASMANIAN UNIDENTIFIEDS CATALOGUE AND STATISTICS $1.50 

TASMANIAN LANDINGS CATALOGUE $2.50 

UFO TASMANIA ANNUALS - 4 COPIES, 1978-1981 $2.90 

<ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE. OVERSEAS PLEASE REMIT BY INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER AND 

ADD 50 CENTS PER ORDER FOR SURFACE MAIL POSTAGE). 

((())) 
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south australia � 
VerY few rePorts have been made to UFO Research <SA> Inc. durin� the last two months. 

Various circumstances influence the number of UFOs rePorted to the �rouP. The weather is 
a dominant factor as far as identified objects �o. On fine hot ni�hts when PeoPle sit 
out on their lawns seekin� relief from the heat we receive a lot of cal Is rePortin� UFOs 
which turn out to be aircraft and satellites, even PeoPle livin� near the West Beach 
airPort misidentifY weather balloons and rePort them to us as UFOs. 

On MaY 13, a Felixstow man called to rePort a soundless li�ht travel I in� eastwards 
that was visible in clear skY for three minutes at 6.05 Pm. The li�ht was identified 
as an aircraft. 

Meteors or shootin� stars are widelY rePorted because most PeoPle think anY li�ht 
lastin� more than a second or two must be a UFO. 

On APril 30, at 6.08 am a sPectacular meteor Passed over Adelaide. Two cal Is were 
received about a soundless blue object travel I in� west to east on a horizontal trajec­
torY that d isinte�rated after turnin� red. 

There are, however, two events recentlY rePorted for which no satisfactorY exPlana­
tion has been found. 

On APril 7, a Youn� man was drivin� alon� the Golden Grove Road in the north-east 
of Adelaide between 7.05 Pm and 7.10 Pm when he saw a verY bri�� li�ht which he estimated 
was much lar�er than a star in an�ular size. It was stationary in the skY and faded from 
view where it hun�. The evenin� was clear. 

On APril a, a woman resident in Honey Pot Road, Hackham West, telePhoned the �rouP 
to rePort an unusual mornin� object. At about 4 am she heard a hummin� sound, and saw 
an extremelY bri�ht li�ht movin� slowly, this she watched for aPProximatelY one minute.l 

AN OLD ENTITY REPORT 

In approximately 1965, at Gumeracha in the Adelaide Hill�a young girl named 
Christine to.f d her father that she had seen a "small man" following her. 

Details of this account came to us in the fo.rm of a letter from a lady now resident 
in Port August who had been informed of the circumstances by the girl's father. 

�he story went that one day Christine came running home all agitated and excited and 

said: ,;Dad!. I was walking along the fence and suddenly I looked up and saw a strangely 
dressed man about two feet tall watching and following me. I started to hurry but he 
kept following and kept pace with me, so I started to run and he did the same until 

I was nearly home. " 

Although there was no UFO associated with this event, reported observations of 

"entities" of various descriptions from around the world have been included in the 
overall UFO phenomena by some researchers. The story as reported to us is therefore 
recorded here. l 
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forum 
NATIONW I DE LOOKS AT 

"THE BAS S S TRAIT TRIANGLE11 

by Rocky Wood, ACUFOS Investigator (Sydney) 

For those who missed the ABC Nationwide program on May 15 - don1t worry too much. 
What you didn1t see was hardly worth viewing anyway! For the record, I videotaped the 
section relating to the so-called Bass S trait Triangle, popularised (if not created) 
by Lester and Killey in their book, "The Devil1s Meridian. " 

The ABC clip was compiled by one Gaynor Thomas. lt involved a vague discussion 
of whether or not the Bass S trait is a disappearance prone area and centred on the 
Valentich case, which is basically the only case to support the argument. 

A number of quotes from the clip will probably be of interest to the reader. The 
Nationwide frontman began the clip with, "Can Bass S trait be the centre of some weird, 
even supernatural force? Wel 1, I know that to any intelligent person that does sound, 
well, almost silly." Gaynor Thomas stated, "Claiming to see UFOs is almost equal to 
claiming to be insane. " Indeed! This is an outrageous comment and shows a lack of 
investigation of the subject by the reporter. Perhaps it should be given an award at 
the next Logies;'•presentation for most misinformed current affairs statement of the 
year. 

While there was an attempt to be balanced, the sceptical element in the ABC towards 
UFOs nonetheless kept breaking through. A pilot of no particular background stated 
categorically that Valentich was disorientated and flew into the sea. He was not 
questioned about his reactions to the arguments which have eliminated this explanation 
long ago. Theories about Valentich1s disappearance (UFOs, drug running, selling the 
plane, hoax and suicide) were all put forward with the question "who started these 
rumours?" I don1t know, but am certain that the ABC has managed to perpetuate them. 

The pro-UFO attitude of the program was put forward by the Victorian UFO Research 
S ociety and Guide Valentich (father of missing pilot) and I hope I am not biased in 
saying they did not help the cause enormously. 

The whole point of the program came back to the fact that it was unnecessarily 
superficial. Rhetorical questions such as why the RAAF does not monitor UFO reports, 
and why officialdom denies the existence of UFOs were put forward. lt may seem a 
1 ittle naive but I wonder why such questions were not put to the RAAF and a Federal 
Minister ! 

To those of us dedicated to finding the answer to the UFO phenomenon, programs such 
as this are an annoyance. Misinformation of this type does not help ufolog�sts or 
sceptics, serves only to confuse the public, and lowers the credibility of organisations 
such as the ABC. I 

;'• Australian television awards. 
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THE AMERICAN SEARCH FOR 

GOVERNMENT UFO DOCUMENTS 

A RESEARCH ARTICLE BY THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES 

Crashed UFOs? 

The UFO literature 
presently available reveals 
the widespread opinion that 
the United States Government 
and/or its intelligence 
community has more infor­
mation concerning the UFO 
phenomena than has been 
revealed. 

Of late there have 
been a number of researchers, 
amongst whom Leonard String­
field features prominently, 
who have begun the first 
tentative revelations on 
"crashed" or "retrieved" 
UFOs. Most, if not all, of 
these accounts have been 
relayed by word of mouth 
from first or second hand 
sources. What has been 
lacking is the production 
of papers, files, books, 
tapes, films etc., i.e. 
written or visual documenta­
tion on the subject. 

US Government revela­
tions result from leaked 
memos, telexes, papers etc. 
To date none have been 
leaked about UFOs. 

The search has been on for documentation of crashes, reports and government policy, 
since 1 976. In that year William H.Spaulding, Director of Ground Saucer Watch (GSW) 
and State Director for the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) in Arizona,wrote to the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) with specific questions concerning their involvement with 
UFOs. In summary their reply was that the only CIA involvement was concerned with 
the Robertson panel in the early 1 9 5 0's.l 

An American researcher Larry Bryant sought documents relating to the September 19, 
1 976, Iranian jet encounter from the Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) in March 1977, 
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THE SEARCH FOR US GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS RELATING TO UFOs 

but was advised that the DIA did not collect UFO infor.mantion.
2 

In the meantime, also in 1977, Bruce S. Maccabee MUFON State Director for Maryland, 
obtained 40 0 pages of documents which had bee� in the files of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) . In a series of articles he described the documents which were 
of UFO reports (both known and unknown) and internal memoranda. The main years covered 
by the papers were 1947 to 19 5 5  and the documents showed that the FBI was officially 
involved between July 30, and October 1 0, 1947, although apparently still collecting 
material up to 1964. 

Having met with little real progress with Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests 
to the CIA, in 1978 GSW filed a federal court suit against the CIA. GSW was seeking 
under the FOIA to prevent the CIA witholding certain reports and photographs allegedly 
involving UFOs. An organisation calling itself Citizens against UFO secrecy (CAUS) 
headed by Director W. Todd Zechel took over management of the GSW suit during the year. 
Through negotiations and then a stipulation ordered by the US Dis-trict Court, CAUS 
succeeded in forcing the CIA to search for UFO related material. Peter Gersten an 

attorney with a New York firm acted as a legal consultant to CAUS. 

Later, in July 1978, CAUS filed a FOIA request with the United States Air Force 
(USAF) . The request concerned documents relating to a "crashed " object. The next 

month, following a USAF pro-forma denial of the existence of documents, CAUS filed an 
appeal but the USAF position was stated as:- there are no such documents therefore you 
can not file a request for non-existant papers. 

Also in August 1 978 CAUS was notifi�d by the CIA that it had located " 1 000 pages 
of additional material related to UFOs, " and was then to review them to ascertain if 
they could be released. 

Close to 1000 pages were released in late 1978 by the CIA. These documents related 
to. (1)  the use of UFO sightings as a psychological warfare device, (2) the vulnerability 
of the US due to ag inability to distinguish between real threats and UFOs, and (3) 
various sightings. 

Some of the documents produced told of extremely interesting sightings from various 
European and African countries. Details of reports had apparently been collected by 
the US embassies in those countries and forwarded to the US State Department. The State 
Department had in turn disseminated copies to various government agencies, including 
the CIA, which is where they surfaced. 

In September 1 979 CAUS and the CIA met before Judge Pratt of the US District Court 
to act on the CIA's motion for a summary judgement in the matter of the CIA admitting 
to holding back 57 documents and whether it had

.
conducted a rea� and adequate search 

for papers. The judge agreed to allow CAUS 60 days to respond. 

A summary of successes at this time was made at a press conference in the office 
of GSW's counsel, Peter Gersten in October 1979. A six page summary of events recapped 
that an aggregate of 3000 pages of UFO related documents had been acquired from the 
Departments of State/Army/Navy/Air Force, the FBI, the CIA, the NSA and the DIA. In 
Gersten's words: "CAUS can now report that the documents expose the policy of this 
government to debunk reports of

7
UFO sightings by the public and thereby succeed in 

minimising their significance. " 

8 
May 30, 1 980, brought Judge Pratt's memorandum of opinion. The CIA succeeded 

in having the case decided in their favour. However, on June 24, 19 80, Gersten filed 
a notice of appeal. At issue was the veracity of the CIA and whether they had conducted 
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THE SEARCH FOR US GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS RELATING TO UFOs 

a real an d adequate s earch . 

On J une 24, 1980, th re e new s ui ts were f i l ed ag ains t the NSA , DIA and the Federal 
Avi ati on A dmi ni s tration (FAA) by Gers ten on beh a lf of CAUS. 

8 
. h . h Bryant report�ng t e NSA s u�t s ta tes t at 

of J udge Ges e ll , the NSA advis ed there were 135 

pr obab ly i n clude a tele ty pe f rom the us De fence 
1980, re la ting to a UFO/j e t  in cident in Pe ru. 

on September 3, 1980, in the chambers 
UFO rela ted documen ts in ques tion , which 
Attache 's O f fice in Lima , P e r u  on June 2, 

The CAUS acti on s e ts out to s top th e DIA from preventing acces s to i ts s uppos edly 
n on -e xis tan t UFO rec ords . 

A cti on agains t the FAA is on the g rounds tha t  i t  failed to make an adequate s earch 
of f i les , although a few doz en doc umen ts had been releas ed. 

Th is is the progres s of the s e ar ch todate . The main points which have c ome to ligh t ,  
apart f r om s ome ve ry inte res ting re ports , have been that the areas co l l e c ting i n formation 
at h ome in the US and a broad , con tinue to channel copies of re ports to various governmen t  
agencies , e i th e r  through reques ts or sheer inabi l i ty to know wh o to repor t to.l 

1. "In f ormati on re trieva ls : a c as e  for UFO c over up" W.H. Spaulding , 1979 MUFON 
sympos i um  proceedings pp 2 5-35 

2. "UFO s e crecy in the c ourts " L. Bryant MUFON Journa l  153 p 16 

3. "UFO re lated information from th e FBI file "  B. Maccabe e  -
Pt 1 MUFON J ourna l  119 pp 13-15 & cover 
Pt 2 Ibid 120 pp 12-14 & 19 

Pt 3 !bid 121 pp 10-14 & 16 

P t  4 Ibid 123 pp 10-15 

Pt 5 Ibid 1 2 4  pp 7-11 

Pt 6 !bid 130 pp 7-12 

Pt 7 Ibid 132 pp 11-16 

4. "CAUS to f i l e  FOIA laws ui t  agains t th e Air F orce "  W. T odd Zechel M UFON Journa l  129 

pp 17-18 

5. "In formation re trievals : a cas e f or UFO c over up" W.H. Spaulding , 1979 MUFON 
sympos i um  proceedings pp 25-35 

6. "UFO s e cre cy update " L. Bryant MUFON J ourna l  140 p 13 

7. "UFO s e crecy upda te : the UFO paper ch as e "  L. Bryan t M UFON Journal 144 pp 12-15 

8. "UFO s e crecy in the courts " L. Bryan t MUFON J ournal 153 p 15 

Soil samples from Rosedale {Vie.} and Mt. Garnet {far North Qld.} are still undergoing 
analysis. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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UFOs and 
Synchronistic Events 

By Mark Moravec 

IXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXIXI 

"When I pray, coincidences happen; when I don't, they don't." - Archbishop William Temple. 

PrePare to enter the murkY world of sYnchronicitY. A world where Paranoia and 
irrationalism are ready to en�ulf the unwarY investi�ator. SYnchronicity, a term coined 
bY Jun�, ref�rs to "meanin�ful coincidences." In the more comPlex UFO cases, there 
sometimes occur aPParent coincidences which can be startlin� to PerciPient and investi­
�ator alike. In this article, I wil I look at some case studies involvin� UFOs and sYn­
chronistic events, and exPlore the Possible si�nificance of these occurrences. 

The first case examPle involves Dr Andrija Puharich, an electronics en�ineer, Para­
PsYcholo�ist and UFO contactee. Over the Years, Puharich has been associated with several 
famous PsYchics includin� Brazilian PSYchic sur�eon Ari�o and sPoon-bender Uri Gel ler. 
It was in the latter's bio�raPhY that Puharich first announced that he and Gel ler were 
in al le�ed communication with extraterrestrial entities. After sPiittin� with Gel I er 
in 1974 due to PersonalitY conflicts, Puharich re-initiated his "cosmic connection" 
throu�h other PsYchics actin� as channels for the al le�ed extraterrestrial communicators. 
The storY of these more recent communications has been recorded bY Holroyd <1979>. A 
number of sYnchronistic events occurred and were, in fact, interPreted bY those involved 
as constitutin� suPPortive evidence of the objective realitY of the extraterrestrial 
intel li�ences. For examPle: 

I 

/� 

WHAT DO YOU UlAAI .. 11/AJS£/lT 

AAIOT#Eil. 20' //" 
(John Micl:;) 

<1> When the �rouP be�an to exPerience "techno­
lo�ical difficulties" in the communication sessions, 
the "Mana�ement" <as the extraterrestrials were 
sometimes referred to> indicated that communi­
cations would imProve if theY were held under 
conditions of electroma�netic shieldin�. The 
fol lowin� day, Puharich received a cal I from a 
comPanY that was �oin� bankruPt and wanted to 
disPose of a FaradaY ca�e cheaPlY and quicklY. 
The �rouP bou�ht it and held imProved communi­
cations inside the ca�e. <The Mana�ement intimated 
in subsequent communications that this was not 
merelY a fortunate coincidence>. 

<2> When Holroyd was in America staYin� with a 
friend, he learned that Sir John Whitmore, whom 
he had PreviouslY met in En�land at a ParaPsYchol­
o�Y conference, resided just across the river. 
HolroYd decided to PaY a social visit and this 
was when he first learned of Whitmore's involve­
ment in the Puharich communications. Two daYs 
before HolroYd's visit, Whitmore and Puharich 
were told in a communication: "There wil I be those 
that wil I come to You this weekend that wil I be of 
benefit. There wil I be a time when theY wil I walk 
awaY movin� their heads back and forth and wil I not 
understand. But then theY will sit and theY wil I 
think and theY wil I have an exPerience and theY 
wil I be�in to understand, and theY wil I work 
with You." HolroYd was, in fact, the onlY Person 
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to visit Ossinin� that weekend who would fater become involved in the work. Additional Jy, 

he exPerienced a Polter�eist tYPe of event not Ion� after havin� received the first Parcel 

of sPecimen communications from Whitmore and at a time when HolroYd was debatin� whether 

or not to undertake the book. 

<3> At one sta�e, PhYI lis, the medium, was 

encounterin� "opposition entities" when she 

went into trance. Puharich comPiimented 

PhYI lis on her braverY in handlin� this 

aPParentlY dan�erous situation and added 

that neither LYal I Watson nor "BobbY" <two 

others who had been involved in some of 

the communications sessions> would have 

had what it took to do that. Ten minutes 

later, PhYI lis
' 

dau�hter cat led from 

Florida and said that some Polter�eist-tYPe 

Phenomena had just occurred in the house. 

For examPle, Watson's book, "SuPernature, " 

had jumPed out of the bookcase and into the 

middle of the room. <The Mana�ement exPlain­

ed that it was due to "the an�er and the 

frustration of those that are OPPosin�">. 

<4> One of the more bizarre Pursuits of 

the Ossinin� �roup was their Middle East 

Peace junkets wherebY the �roup
'

s meditations 

suPPosedlY averted war. At one remote Israeli 

vil la�e theY attended a festival, onlY to be 

surPrised bY one item in the entertainment 

which was rife with sYmbolism uniquelY salient 

to the Puharich �rouP. Puharich had written a 

book about the "Sacred Mushroom". His �rouP was 

in communication with the "Nine PrinciPles and 

Forces" and each �rouP member was "surrounded" 

bY three of these bein�s. Their communications 

.. MUST J.IAVE GOT A WROAJG AIUM8£� ... 

(J<•hra Ni.-1:.) 

were aided bY the use of umbrellas, or "mushrooms," as theY were referred to in the 

communications. And now uP there on the sta�e theY were lookin� at a Painted screen 

showin� nine slant-eyed and unearthiY-Iookin� bein�s, arran�ed in �rouPs of three, and 

above which were it lustrated mushrooms of the "Sacred Mushroom" tYPe. And to caP it off, 

nine childr�n danced out from behind the screen carrYin� umbrellas! Once a�ain, the 

Mana�ement took credit for "PreParin�" the event. 

MY second examPle concerns the stran�e case of Stet la Lansin� which was extensivelY 

investi�ated over several Years bY PSYchiatrist Berthold Schwarz <1972, 1974, 1975>. 

Stet la Lansin� has si�hted, taPe-recorded and Photo�raPhed manY Puzzlin�, UFO-related 

Phenomena. Her films show clock-like UFO Patterns, "craft, " entities and other anomalous 

ima�es reminiscent of the Ted Serios "thou�hto�raPhs. " Some of her UFO si�htin�s have 

been corroborated bY other witnesses, includin� the investi�ator. Several seemin�IY 

sYnchronistic events have occurred: 

<1> On the ni�ht of APril 1�1971, Mrs Lansin�, a ladY friend and Dr Schwarz, drove to 

an isolated rural area. Within minutes, theY saw and filmed two, Put-satin�, white-Yellow­

oran�e discs which mer�ed into one, seParated a�ain and noiselesslY �tided awaY. Sch:warz's 

cassette recorder suddenlY failed to oPerate at this time, desPite new and recentlY 

checked batteries. Immediate rePlacement with a second set of similar mercurY batteries 

was of no value. However, the taPe recorder worked wet I the next mornin�. While Mrs 
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Lansin� and Dr Schwarz were filmin� the stran�e li�hts, a lar�e, noisY car seemed to 
aPPear out of nowhere and aPParentlY si�nal the UFO bY flickerin� its headli�hts. The 
car then sPeedilY left the scene. 

<2> On the evenin� of JanuarY 3,1973, Mrs Lansin� took some film of a television Pro�ram. 
After Processin�, she was shocked to find the film had anomalous ima�es suPerimPosin� or 
rePiacin� that which had been filmed. On one frame there was an ima�e of a bearded, 
cowled monk-like fi�ure with a death-a�onY exPression. The Previous ni�ht, Dr Schwarz 
had had a horrible "PresumPtive telePathic death dream" which involved the ima�ined 
death of a former teacher and a man with a SPanish name <the monk?>. ImmediatelY after 
dictatin� the notes on Mrs Lansin�'s monk Picture and his dream, Schwarz turned on the 
radio and heard the then breakin� news of former President L. B. Johnson's death. 
<Interestin�ly, Mrs Lansin� later obtained film of clocklike UFO ima�es when she filmed 
President Johnson's funeral on TV>. 

<3> On JanuarY 30, Mrs Schwarz received a telePhone call with the messa�e that her father 
was in a critical condition. While trYin� to decide between bookin� a fli�ht out ri�ht 
away, or sittin� ti�ht, she and Mrs Lansin� <who had arrived the Previous daY> were 
startled bY an extra lar�e coffee cuP and saucer which had crashed to the floor. One 
of the saucer fra�ments Pointed towards the word "Dad" inscribed on the unbroken cuP, 
everYone was shocked. Mrs Schwarz decided to leave at once. Her father had died that 
afternoon. That same mornin�, Dr Schwarz had received a rare letter from Dr R. Leo 
SPrinkle in which he commented on the Lansin� case. 

<4> On SePtember 21, 1973, Stel la Lansin� and Dr Schwarz visited a Photo�raPhic labora­
tory where Mrs Lansin� made some audio-videotaPes of known objects . When PlaYed back 
on the TV screen, the taPes showed a herrin�bone Pattern never PreviouslY noted on this 
equiPment. Control filmin� of the same scenerY bY Schwarz failed to Produce the Pattern. 
The same herrin�bone Pattern was later discovered on film taken bY Mrs Lansin� on SePtem­
ber 19. An additional coincidence was that Schwarz was verY familiar with the herrin�­
bone Pattern since for Years he had used a similar Pattern in studies of ePilePsY. 

And to comPlete our catalo�ue of the weird and ma�ical, 
there is the incident which befel I Jerome Clark durin� a 
radio interview on the American "Bi� Bird" creature si�htin�s. 
ComParin� Bi� Bird with the "Mothman" rePorts of ten Years 
earlier, Clark stated: "VerY definite similaritY. Now, 
John Keel, of course, is the man who did the research on 
Mothman. Keel claimed that there is a connection between 
these si�htin�s and UFOs. If there is anY such connection 
with the Bi� Bird, I was unable to Prove it • • •  " <Ciark 
and Coleman, 1978, P.194>. At the time of the interview, 
nothin� out of the ordinarY was heard at either end of the 
telePhone link. However, on the tape, immediatelY after the 
word "si�htin�s" in the third sentence, there was a loud, 
unmistakeable and verY startlin� "EEPPP!" sound - PreciselY 
the sound Mothman rePutedlY made. 

What do these events mean? Are theY simPlY coincidences? Do theY imPlY Paranormal 
effects? Is the "UFO intel li�ence" manifestin� in some bizarre and covert waY? 

Let us first look at the mutterin�s of sYnchronicitY. earl Jun� conceived of meanin�­
ful coincidences as indicative of an acausal orderin� PrinciPle in nature. ExtrasensorY 
PercePtion and sYnchronistic events are conscious manifestations of the hYPothesised 
collective unconscious, which is universal and indePendent of time and sPace. However, 
as I have Pointed out elsewhere <Moravec, 1978>, the collective unconscious is itself an 
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unProven hYPothesis, and onlY succeeds in "exPiainin�" one unknown in terms of another. 

More recently, the nature of coincidence has been re-examined bY a �rouP of British 
researchers <Hardy, Harvie and Koestler, 1975>. TheY conducted a mass exPeriment in 
telePathY in which subjects were required to re-draw tar�ets which theY had <hoPeful IY> 
telePathical IY Perceived. There was an insi�nificant number of "direct hits" - but in 
the same sessions there occurred "coincident thou�hts" which had nothin� to do with the 
tar�ets. As a control test for spontaneous telePathy, the exPerimenters randomlY 
matched tar�et drawin�s and subject drawin�s made in resPonse to other tar�ets, onlY to 
find that a similar number of coincident thou�hts occurred in the control series. Yet 
the odds were 100 to 1 a�ainst these results havin� occurred bY chance. 

Subsequently, Harvie matched random numbers from random number tables with random 
numbers �enerated bY a comPuter. Once a�ain an unexPected result was obtained - a 
si�nificantiY smal I er number of di�its were identical when matched than would be exPected 
bY chance. <There was a ne�ative deviation of 211 in the sequence of 49, 600 di�its; 
�ivin� P=.OOOS>. Errors in scorin� and abberations in the random number tables appeared 
to be ruled out. This leaves the hYPotheses of Paranormal causation, or non-randomness 
of the tar�et di�its due to the Presence of subtle and unsusPected Patterns in the order 
in which the di�its occur <i.e.: the sYnchronicitY factor>. Harvie leans towards the 
latter hYPothesis. If the results of nonrandomness are due to "sYnchronicity, " then 
this casts doubt on the validitY of ParaPsYcholo�y's quantitative exPerimental evidence, 
not to mention the statistical findin�s of science �eneral IY. Obviously, we could do 
with some rePlications of the HardY-Harvie exPeriments. 

Koestler Postulates the existence of an "Inte�rative TendencY" in nature; comPle­
mentary to the tendencY towards entroPY. The Phenomena of ParaPsYcholo�Y would then 
aPPear as the hi�hest manifestation of this Inte�rative TendencY. As suPPort for this 
idea, Koestler cites Stewart Kaufman's studies of the behaviour of comPuter-simulated, 
randomly-constructed "nets" of binarY Con/off> elements. Nets containin� 15-2, 000 
elements <and thus havin� 215-2, 000 Possible states> unexPectedlY cYcled throu�h a verY 
small number of states desPite an arbitrarilY chosen initial state. Furthermore, desPite 
arbitrarilY reversin� one element (from on to off or vice versa> as the sYstem cYcled 
throu�h successive states, the sYstem returned to the cYcle of states from which it had 
been disturbed in 90 Percent of the cases. Accordin� to Kaufman, if a livin� thin� is 
a richlY connected net of chemical reactions, then the behaviour of simulated nets 
disPlaYs the stabilitY characteristic of, and necessary, for life. 

In Vau�han's <1975> view, Psi and sYnchronicitY are indistin�uishable at the basic 
level - sYnchronicitY is thus the basic Particle of Psi. As Psi exPeriments become more 
qualitative, ' there is less sYnchronistic effect and a �reater role for Psi. Each human 
bein� interacts with his environment on a Psi-sYnchronicitY level that distorts so-called 
random chance. Vau�han further imPlies some kind of cosmic desi�n: an or�anisin� life 
force that uses Psi to activate its Plans. 

Obviously, if there is such a thin� as an inter�rative tendencY or an acausal 
connectin� PrinciPle which is an inte�ral Part of nature, then we have a readY exPlana­
tion for the coincident events which occurred in the Puharich, Lansin� and Clark cases. 
Perhaps, throu�h some unknown maniPulation of the inte�rative tendency, the UFO event 
orders PreviouslY random events. However, the oPerative word is "if." 

An alternative hYPothesis to sYnchronicitY is that "meanin�ful" coincidences are 
caused bY Psi Processes. Jule Eisenbud <1975, P.61), of "thou�hto�raPhY" fame, cautions 
a�ainst Placin� theoretical limitations on Psi abilities: " • • • there would be nothin� in 
anY of the tYPes of events Put down as sYnchronistic that would be beYond accomp.lishment 
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bY the most innocent Jookin� oberver or haPPenstance bYstander. At 
the most he would be doin� unconsciously, and with no manifest effort 
at al I, what a movie director �oes to �reat Pains to do on a conscious 
level, that is, dePioYin� Props, natural surroundin�s and events, and 
the wide caPabilities of "central castin�, " to achieve anY desired 
effect. Rex Stanford has su�ested <Vau�han, 1975> that PeoPle con­
tinuallY scan their environment bY ESP, and unconsciouslY use this 
information to brin� about coincidences, both �ood and bad, dePendin� 
on their PsYcholo�ical motivation. He terms this action a Psi­

Meditated Instrumental ResPonse <PMIR>. 

In the UFO context, there is amPle Precedent for the occurrence of Paranormal events 
i� close encounter UFO cases <see Moravec, 1979>. It aPPears, that in the cases we have 
been discussin�, a telePathic or Psi link maY occur between investi�ator and PerciPient. 
A matrix of Psi exPeriences may be set UP in the entire sYstem of PeoPle involved, draw­
in� on material esPeciallY salient to the ParticiPants. 

In the case examPles Presented earl'ier, at least some of the incidents can be ex­
Plained as due to Psi Processes. In the Puharich case, the FaradaY ca�e ePisode, the 
Prediction of Holroyd's involvement with the �roup, and the PsYchokineticaJJy-active 
bookshelf all su��est the oPeration of the ParticiPants' Psi Processes. The sYmbol­
laden encounter at the isolated Israeli vil la�e maY be an instance of the PMIR action 
Postulated bY Stanford - where the �roup unconsciouslY selected a town and festival which 
would be relevant to them. Or it could just have been a coincidence made meanin�ful bY 
a Rorschach-like Projection of current PreoccuPations. In the Lansin� case, the cassette 
recorder failure, the anomalous film ima�es, and the fiYin� cuP and saucer may all have 
been PsYchokinetic effects unconsciouslY tri�ered off bY the ParticiPants. It should 
be noted that in both the Puharich and Lansin� cases there occurred Paranormal events in 
addition to the outlined "coincidences." Final Jy, in the Clark ePisode, the Mothman­
soundin� noise maY have been a coincidental mechanical error Cafter al J, how many inter­
views would Clark have �iven where no unexPected sound effects occurred?> or a PSYcho­
kinetic audio imPrint analo�ous to the so-called "Paranormal voice" recordin�s. If we 
accePt the Psi hYPothesis, then the Hardy-Harvie exPerimental results must he either 
sPurious or due to a Psi effect, ProbablY involvin� the exPerimenters. 

The role of coincidence in both UFO and everYday events is ProbablY underestimated. 
After all, ProbabilitY theory Predicts that randomlY sPaced events are more likelY to 
concentrate in aPParent clusters than to occur in even intervals. We tend to PaY more 
selective attention to those events which do coincide than those that do not. Also, 
those events which are most salient to us usuallY have the most subjective imPact. And, 
of course, one of the basic findin�s of PercePtion is that our minds tend to create 
Patters out of random elements. 

There may also be dan�ers in a blind belief in "sYnchronicitY." It is Possible that 
a Person who has just under�one a traumatic, close encounter UFO exPerience is more Prone 
to confuse coincidence with Planned consPiracy, realitY with fantasY. <Did someone just 
saY "M IB"?> If the PerciPient's UFO exPerience is trulY unsettlin� and disturbin�, then 
PerhaPs in some cases "sYnchronistic" events are exPlicable in terms of PSYchoPatholo�Y. 
Furthermore, if we unwariiY accePt the views of Jun� and Vau�han that sYnchronistic 
events are outside the sPhere of human causation, we are Projectin� our own resPon­
sibilities onto an external scaPe�oat, just as Primitive man blamed events on ma�ical 
objects or sPirits and demons. Hence the seductiveness of sYnchronicitY. 

In conclusion, several items stand out. Firstly, we ProbablY underestimate the 
role of coincidence in everYdaY life. We feel more comfortable when thin�s seem to be 
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Planned out for us. Secondly, since Psi Processes do aPPear to oPerate in more comPlex 
UFO cases, it seems reasonable to attemPt to extend this exPlanation to some aPParent 
"synchronistic" events. We can do this successful IY bY utilisin� Rex Stanford's idea 
of an unconscious Psi-meditated instrumental resPonse. If, as Vau�han su��ests, sYn­
chronicitY and Psi are indistin�uishable at the basic level, then there is no need to 
introduce the mystifYin� hYPothesis of sYnchronicitY. And on PurelY ideolo�ical �rounds, 
the synchronicitY hYPothesis has the disadvanta�e, indeed dan�er, of Projectin� awaY 
our resPonsibilities. The most reasonable conclusion is that "sYnchronistic events" 
are actuallY a combination of <1> random coincidences, and <2> Paranormal events.l 
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A P E S G 

The aim of the APESG is to investigate reports where some sort of tangible inter­
action with the environment is apparent e.g. : 

PHYS ICAL TRACES & EFFECTS : 
EFFECTS ON LIVING TH INGS : 

EFFECTS ON H UMAN ENVIRONMENT : 

APPARENT INERTIAL & GRAVITATIONA L EFFECTS : 

(ground marks etc. ) 
(physical , physiological & psychological 
effects on humans , flora & fauna ) 

( includes vehicle effects , "EM" cases , 
instrumental interacL ions & recor d i ngs , 
et c. ) 

(includes apparent violations of physical 
laws ) 

The APESG is also very interested in receiving data on good examples of natural 
phenomena producing effects similar to those viewed as "physical evidence" for UF O 
reports (e. g. fungus rings , ball lightning & fireball interactions with environment , etc. ) . 

Technically qualified e valuations will be undertaken on all data received , by con­
sultants affiliated directly with the Australian Centre for UF O Studies and by others , 
enlisted because of their expertise in particular areas pertinent to the assessment of 
physical evidence. 

The group will document and publish studies of such cases , with the eventual aim of 
providing the UFO research community with comprehensive and authorative data related to 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE for UFOs in Australia. Copies of these publications will be distributed 
to interested parties at cost and forwarded to all member organisations of th e Australian 
Centre for UF O Studies , free of charge , in exchange for their cooperation in providing 
data. 

Your assistance is sought in bringing our attention to any "physical evidence" cases 
you may come across and investigate. Information can be directed to either o f  the 
following : 

AU STRALIAN CENTRE FOR UF O STU DIES : PO B ox 546, Gosford , NSW 2 250 . 
AUSTRALIAN PHYSICAL EVIDENCE STU DY GROUP : Cl- PO Box 6 ,  Lane Cove , NSW 2066 . 

PUBLICATIONS 

Australia ' s  first comprehensive listing of "physical trace" cases is in preparation. 
Entitled ' 'A S OURCE BOOK OF AUSTRALIAN UFO RELATE D PHYSICAL TRACE EVENTS AN D OTHER RELATE D 
SIMILAR PHEN(i) MENA , "  it is being compiled by Bill Chalker. 

Copies of the paper , "PHYS ICAL EVIDENCE FOR UFOs IN AUSTRALIA - a preliminary study 
of the Physical Trace Experience in Australia' '  by Bill Chalker , presented at UFOC ON 4 ,  
1979, are available from the author : C/- PO B ox 6 ,  Lane Cove , NSW 2066 . 

The APESG will concentrate on detailed "case documents" of Australian PHYSICAL 
EVI DENCE cases and as these become available they will be sent to all member organisations 
of the ACUF OS , free of charge , in exchange for their cooperation in providing material. 

A periodic newsletter - "APESG UPDATE" - compiled by Bill Chalker , will be circula­
ted to i nterested parties and all ACUF OS affiliated groups. l t  will carry updates on 
APESG research activities , Australian and overseas "physical evidence" cases , science/ 
techno l ogy app l ied to "physical evidence" and literature reviews. The newsletter w i  1 1  
hopeful l y  encourage dialogue on the question of physical evidence for UFO re ports in 
Austral i a , the results of which , shall of course be included in it. l 
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ENTIT Y CASES EMERGE 

FROM THE PAST 

BY KEITH BASTERFIELD 

OF THE AUSTRALIAN ENTITY STUDY GROUP 

The Australian Entity Study Group (AESG) was formed in early 1977 and consists of 
a loosely knit group of individuals within Australia who are particularly interested in 
"entity" related cases . 

The aim of the group is to investigate such reports, document them and publish 
both summaries and more extensive documents for distribution to interested parties . 

An extensive review and analysis of 67 such Australian events was issued as a 
document by the Australian Cent re for UFO Studies earlier this year . *  

However, since the issue of this document several other cases have been unearthed 
from the past which should be of value to readers . 

Our first case happened in Smithfield, New South Wales in 1968 and was rediscovered 
whilst the files of UFOR (NSW) were being sifted through in early 19 81 . It seems that 
a 2 1  year old machinist was walking home from work . Whilst crossing a small park he 
looked up and saw a very unusual thing in the sky . It was very close to him , only a 
matter of 200- 5 0 0  feet away . The witness quickly ran home and got out his telescope 
and looked through it at the still visible object . It was saucer shaped, on the top 
half there was a square window at which stood a blackish figure silhouetted by yellow 
light with both arms outstretched on the window sill . On the underneath of what he 
called the "craft" were blue and orange pulsating li ghts rotating in an anti-clockwise 
direction . 

Also in 1 968 there was an entity observation reported from Wynyard in Tasmania .  
It was uncovered in 1979 by TUFOIC during an investigation into another case . The 
person who actually saw the object is now deceased but his wife recounted the story as 
follows: Early one morning her husband arose and went outside . Visible over the 
nearby Table Cape was a greyish shape hovering . He called it a "zeppelin " (suggestive 
of a ci gar) shaped airship . There seemed to be windows along the "airship" and it 

moved as if there were people moving around inside . Although it remained visible the 
witness decided to go back inside the house . Later his wife was talking to an elderly 
neighbour who also said that she had seen an "aeroplane" object over the same Cape . 

A possible close encounter type three event came to light in September 1980 when 
Keith Roberts of TUFOIC was investigating a report . The location of the event was on 
the road between St Helens and Ansons Bay, in NE Tasmania . The date was sometime in 1974 . 

One night an Ansons Bay resident was driving home from St Helens . When the witness 
stopped to light a cigarette she happened to notice an object in a nearby paddock at ground 
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l eve l . Th ere were a numb e r  o f  l i ghts around th e ob j e ct and " men" we re ob s e rved go ing 
up and down a ramp whi ch l e ad into it . 

The lady made a hurri ed departure a fter only a qui ck look . It was s ubs equent ly 
revealed th at a res idual " bu rn  mark " was supposed to have been found at the s ame spot . 
TUFOIC i nve s t i gat ions h ave revealed that un fortunate ly the reporter died in October 
1980 an d s o  further det ai l s  a re un likely to be obt ained . 

TUFO IC h ad many cas e s  f rom th is a rea in 19 7 4 ,  inc luding low leve l nocturnal l i ghts , 
c ar " pace s " and " auto s tops . "  Th ere was a spect acular inci dent on Septembe r 16 , 19 7 4 ,  

near S t  He l ens whe n  a c a r  driven b y  a lady was a f fe cted b y  very pecul iar noi s es , odours 
and l i ghts . Two oth e r  " t ra ces " we re reported in th is area . One at Bi nalong B ay and 
the other two y ea rs l at e r  in a roads ide paddock on the road to Ansons B ay . l  

NOTE : 

* ACUFOS 03 - " AN  INCEPTH REVIEW OF AUSTRALASIAN UFO RELATED ENTITY REPORTS , "  
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110 PAGES, UBIX ' D , SPIRAL BOUND IS AVAILABLE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO 
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SURFACE POSTAGE BY PADDED BAG. PLEASE REMIT BY INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER IF 
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"Ha rr� , come see ! Stephen Spi elberg i s  a t  i t  a ga i n . "  



T H E  V E LA SAT E L L I T E  

M YST E RY 

NUCLEAR TEST� METEOR� OR AN UNIDENTIFIED FLASHING 

On June 30 , 1 9 08 , something (meteori te ,  black 
hol e , anti -matter , comet , nuclear -powered 
spaceshi p ,  etc . )  exploded above the sparsel y 
inhabi ted Tunguska region of the Russi an 
Central Siberian Pl ateau . That mystery is 
as unsol vable and yet popular today as i t  
was fol lowing the fi rst scienti fi c 
investigations back in the fi rst thi rd of 
the 20th Century . 

By John Prytz 

OBJECT ? 
I 

On September 2 2 , 1 9 7 9 , somethi ng was 
detected by the Ameri can Vel a  satel l i te 
on or above the surface of the South 
Atl anti c O cean . What that something was 
may just prove to be as el usi ve as the 
"what" responsible for the Tunguska 

Central Siberian Swamp 
Si te of Tunguska explos�on 

mystery ,  despi te 71 years of scienti fi c sophisti cation and evol uti on . To those knowle­
dgeabl e with the Tunguska e vent ,  there wi l l  be some paral l el s  wi th the Vel a  mystery . 
Whether they are real or apparent ,  remains to be seen . What fol lows is the evol ution 
of the Vel a  Stor y . 

In 1970, the United States launched a Vela satellite which was just one of a 
series designed to monitor the 1963 Nuclear Test Ban Agreements between Russia and 
America . To date, only three of the original series of eight satellites are still 
in a functioning state ; the end of their useful lives drawing to a close. 

Vela was equipped to detect various forms of radiation (X-ray, gamma ray, neutron 
emis s ion) released when an atmospheric nuclear explosion takes pla ce �  Those particular 
sensors were either damaged (by nine years of exposure to the hostile environment of 
outer spa ce, in particular UV radiation) , turned off, or not sensitive enough to record, 
what was to transpire at 3 am ( local time) , when the satellite was some thousands of 
miles above the surface of the South Atlanti c, and had in view an area of some 4, 500 
square miles (including parts of South Africa, the Indian Ocean , and Antarctica) . 

However, this particular American intelligence satellite was also equipped with 
optical sensors that could detect the light from an atomic fireball . These opti cal 
instruments were not only working, but working perfectly, as they had been calibrated 
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fo r accuracy a week b e fore the " event , "  in addition to being ch ecked inunediately after­
wa rds , without showing the s l ightes t deg ree o f  t roub l e  or abno rmal ity . 

I t  was the s e  opt i c al s enso rs on the U . S .  Air Fo rce Ve l a  s at e l l ite wh ich detected 
in the we e-hours o f  S eptember 2 2 , 1 9 7 9 , an intens e two- s t age burst o f  l i ght that lasted 
fo r less than a s ing le s e cond , somewhere with in the be fore-ment ioned region . Th is 
flash of l ight ( with two s eparate intens ity peaks ) fo l lowed the ch aracteris t i c  intens ity 
patterns o f  oth e r  nuclear b l as ts regis tered by th is s ame s at e l l ite , and tho s e  s ame 
opt ical s ensors , in the p as t . It was noted that th is part i cular event was the 4 2 nd 
t ime this s at e l l ite had recorded a nuc l ear b l as t , and in the previous 4 1  regis trat ions , 
the instrument at ion had been spot-on ! A nuclear firebal l has a h i gh ly tel l-tale 
s ignature , un l ike any other known phenomena , ch aracteri z ed by this doub le-pe ak optical 
s ignatu re . Ame r i c an De fence experts c al culated the f lash , i f  nuc lear ( and to that 
e f fect they h ad no doub t )  was in the 2 to 4 ki loton range , wh i ch would be akin to a 
low- y i e l d  nuc lear b l as t , an d some 1 0  to 4 0 %  be low the l eve l o f  mos t  atmospheric nuc lear 
t es t s  carried out by thos e count ries s t il l  engaged in s u ch act i vity . 

However ,  it was n ' t  unt il s l ightly over a month l at e r  that the Ame ric ans rel eas ed 
the det ails o f  the " di s covery " in a caut ious ly-worde d statement to the pres s . The 
s tatement imp l i e d , but di d not direct ly accus e , South Africa , of exploding a nuc lear 
devi ce e i th e r  ove r the I ndian Ocean or at a s ecret s it e  in the Kalaha ri Des ert , in the 
north- central reg ion of that count ry . It h ad been beli eved , by intel l i gence experts , 
that South A f r i ca was wel l advan ced tow ard becoming th e s eventh member of the nuc lear 
c lub .  Given th e geog raph i c a l  area , South Africa was the logical s uspe ct . But , from 
the moment of the r e l e as e o f  the Ameri c an dis c los ure , things quickly got rater complicated , 
and mys t e r ious . 

The South A f r i c an Atomi c Energy Board , as we l l  as s enior South African Government 
o f fi cials , inc luding the Fo re i gn Minis t e r  (Mr . P ik Botha) , qui ckly denied that So uth 
A f ri c a  coul d , or wou l d , con du ct an atmospheric nucl ear t es t . Fore ign re l ations between 
South A f ri c a  and the Un ited S t ates rap idly went from bad to wors e .  

The South A fr i can Naval Ch i e f  ( V i c e  Admiral J . C .  Walters ) sugges ted instead that 
the mos t l ik e ly c aus e was an atomi c mish ap aboard a Soviet nuclear s ubma rine , o f f  th e 
South A f r i can coas t . Even tho ugh a Soviet Echo I I  clas s  nuc lear s ubmarine was known 
to be i n  the vic inity o f  th e C ape o f  Goo d Hope ( s ome repo rts s ugges t no s ub was in the 
region ) , th e Rus s ians denied th at any o f  th eir s ubmarines ( nuc l ear or othe rwis e )  were 
invo l ved i n  a mishap ; th e Amer i cans s t ated th at they had cons idered that pos s ib i l ity 
and h ad rej e cted it in tota l . 

South Afri c an o f f i c i a l s  furthe r  s ugges ted that perhaps the Rus s i ans , Ch ines e , or 
even the Ame ri c ans thems e lves h ad con duct ed the atomi c tes t . I s rael and P akis tan were 
s ugges ted as countries r espons ib l e  and that th ey picked a tes t s ite ( on an unmanned 
ship ) near South A f r i c a  in o rder to throw s uspicion away from thems elves an d onto the 
P retoria Gove rnment . B raz i l , Argent ina , and in fact the res t  of th e b ona fide nuc l e ar 
powe rs were s ugges ted by s omeone , somewh e re , at some�ime . Need les s to s ay ,  all count ries 
den i e d  any k nowl e dge of the event , espec i a lly when someone e l s e  po inted the finger at 
them . 

Meanwh i l e , back at the (Ame ri can ) ranch , P ro f . J .  Y an R .  Smith o f  Wes tvi l le 
Un ivers ity , s uggested that the mys te ry b last was due to a Sovi et nuclear ICBM , laun ched 
in 1 9 6 3 ,  wh i ch fa i l ed to exp lode when it h it the drink some l90 0km south o f  The C ape . 
The s alt water corros ion o f  the nuclear w arhead caus ed th e b l as t  16 ye ars l ater ! 
His th eo ry was b as ed around an Amer i c an radar t rack ing of a UFO ( not on Rus s i an admittance 
o f  s uch a rocket/nu c lear tes t )  at th at t ime , in that a rea . An inves ti gat ion in 1 9 6 3  
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had concluded in the absence of any evidence to the contrary that the UFO was a meteorite 
that had plunged into the Antarctic Ocean. 

Upon the receipt of the Vela satellite telemetry, the Americans naturally tried to 
obtain confirming evidence that a nuclear blast had occurred . That final corroboration 
proved elusive, which is why the Americans never could directly accuse South Africa 
(or anyone else for that matter) . Acoustical equipment was checked to determine 

whether a nuclear detonation had been heard - no luck ! Seismic devices failed to 
detect any shocks caused by the mysterious blast. American reconnaissance aircraft 
(U-2 ' s ) were sent to the region to detect traces of radioactive debris in the upper 

atmosphere - nothing ! The Director of the Australian Radiation Laboratory (Dr K. Lokan) 
said that Australian monitoring equipment had failed to detect any increases in 
radiation levels. And although the New Zealand Institute of Nuclear Sciences had 
reported some very slight increases in radioactive fallout early on in the investi­
gation, this was not confirmed by New Zealand ' s  National Radiation Laboratory ; nor in 
fact could the Institute ( in Wellington ) produce their findings a second time. 

Therefore, the u . s .  Defence Secretary (Dr H. Brown) had to say publicly that there 
was no data that could prove that South Africa (or anyone else) had set off a nuclear 
explosion . Even the initial American release had stated that absence of confirming 
evidence (still being looked for)  forced intelliqence officials to concede that the Vela 
signals may have been caused by a freak combination of natural phenomena . The immediate 
ruling out of any single natural cause was due to the double-burst-of-light signature. 
The Americans launched into an investigation of such possibilities, for the obvious . 
reason that there was a deficiency in u . s .  monitoring of weapons testing. Such an 
inability of a super-power to decide within seconds, and to a 100% degree of accuracy, 
whether or not a nuclear weapon had gone off, in this day and age of push-button, 
hair-trigger, nuclear warfare scenarios, just could not be tolerated . 

However, this Presidential panel of nine scientists, the best scientific advice 
the White House could buy or command, which reviewed independently all of the Govern­
ment ' s  data, concluded after a three-month analysis (in January 1980)  that the cause 
of the Vela telemetry was " technically indeterminate" (that ' s  bureaucratic jargon for 
"we havn ' t  a bloody clue what ' s  going on or what really transpired ! " ) .  Although a small 
nuclear blast couldn ' t  be ruled out due to the finding of one small piece of supporting 
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evidence ( s e e b e low) , the pan e l  d i d  ru le o ut as causes : a s at e l l ite ma l fun ction ; cosmic 

rays ; s o l a r  f lares ; s un g l int ; meteo r f l ashes ; l ightn ing bolts ; an d s uper l i ghtn ing 

bolts . Th e pan e l ,  in e x aspe rat ion , turned to what they t e rmed " z oo an imals " - st range 

s ign als r e ce i ved ove r th e y e ars fo r wh i ch no s at i s factory exp l an at ion h as ever been 

fo rth c oming . S i gn a l s ? Wh at the pan e l ' s  repo rt reve aled was that the " f l ash " de tected 
on S eptemb e r  2 2 , 1 9 7 9 , was only one in th ous ands o f  s ign als re ceived over the pas t 10 years 

th at prec is ely fitted the mode l of a nuc l e a r  event , yet wh i ch were never made by a bomb ! 

Ac cording to the Ame r i c an S t at e  Depa rtment , "We are not in a pos i tion to ac cus e anybody 

o f  anyth ing" b e c aus e the pan e l ' s  t e chnical repo rt " now t e l l s  us that wh at we thought 

was a un ique s i gn a l  ( f rom Ve l a )  was a ne arly ( the Depa rtment ' s  emph as is ) un ique s ignal . "  

The one s uppo rt ing pie ce o f  evidence was detected by 

ch an ce via the radio obs e rvatory at A re c ibo , Puerto Rico . 

It dete ct ed an ionosph e r i c  ripple at the r i ght t ime and from 

the right di rect ion short ly after the Ve l a  event , wh ich could 

have resulted from a n u c l e ar bl as t . I t  also could have 

res ulted f rom an e arthqu ake , s un spots , a so l ar fl are , e l e ct r i ­

cal s torms , or oth er natura l events . Further , th e magni tude 

o f  the " rippl e "  was con s i de red in compat ib l e  with the magnitude 

of the suppo s e d  nuc l e a r  tes t , b ut i t  was s ometh i ng to grasp at . 

However , in th e final an alys i s , the bes t th e panel could 

do was invoke a " zoo an ima l "  ( the Gove rnment had to get s ome­

th i n g  fo r the i r  money ; the panel had to s ave fac e ) . The " z oo 

anima l "  s ugge s ted w as o ne o f  a meteoro i d  or a p iece o f  spac e  

deb ri s , rot at ing wh i l e f l o at ing p a s t  t h e  Ve l a  opt i ca l  s enso r ,  

s ending two s un - re f l e ct i n g  glints , hence dupl i c at i n g  an 

e xact repl i c a  o f  a nuc l e ar bomb f lash . Howeve r , the Admi n­

i s t r at ion r i gh t ly conc lude d that the prob ab i l ity of that 

h appening was equally as low as that of a nuc lear test wh i ch 

fa i l e d  to l e ave beh i nd any phys i c al t race . 

But the matter didn ' t  end th ere . The Amer i c an CBS 

T e l ev i s ion n e twork repo rted th at two I s rae l i s  ( Mr E ly T ai ch er 

an d Amy Do r-On ) in an unpub l i s h e d  book s aid that I s rael had 

explode d an atomi c bomb off the coast o f  So uth A fric a ,  at the 

t ime Ve l a  had det e ct ed th e nucl ear test s i gn ature , with the 

fu l l  c o-operat ion and knowledge of the South A f r i c an Government . 

Furth e r , I s r ae l  h ad obt ained the raw uran ium f rom South Afri c a , 

and had it proces s ed in the Negev Des ert whe r e  a nucl ear power 

Sun Spots ? p l ant , s uppl ied by F r an ce , h ad been cons tructed . The C arter 

Adminis t ration s aid there was no po l i t i c al o r  mil itary 

i nt e l l i gence avai l ab l e  th at would l ink I s rae l  and/o r South 

A fr i c a  w ith s uch a nuc l e ar event . Now s ix months a ft e r  th e fact , there was sti l l  no 

s e condary evi den ce to s ugges t the event re ally was nuc lear i n  orig t n , but if it was , the 

C IA conc lude d that e ithe r I s r ae l  or S outh A f r i c a  wo uld be the mos t l ikely candidates . 

Th e n ext theo ry propos e d  was that the nu c l e a r  f l ash was a tes t o f  a neut ron bomb ! 

A l tho ugh th ere was not a shred of pas t evidence to s ugge s t  that any count ry h ad ever 

t e s ted a n eut ron bomb , it w as not beyon d the l imits of s e veral count r i es to do th is . 

Furth er , the neut ron bomb th eory would expl ai n both the re l at i ve low y i eld o f  th e 

nuc l e ar b l as t  ( i f th at ' s  wh at it was ) and th e l ack o f  re cord ab l e  fallout . Of cours e 

the con fe s s ion th at h un dre ds o f  previous " s t rang e "  s i gn als were on record s uggested 

othe rw is e . The re fo r e , the r e  w as spe c u l at ion that s ome count ry (or count ries ) de l iberat e ly 

f l ashed l as e r  beams at th e Ve l a  s atel l i te ( s )  ( an d  no doubt oth er spy- in-the- sky 
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satellites) in order to confuse them. Although this had been considered by the White 
House panel (the possibility was set aside) , there was still enough concern ; enough 
mystery remaining, for the American Government to reconvene the original outside panel 
of scientists, in order to have another go at investigating the data. 

But the battle lines were drawn. Contrary to the earlier White House panel reports, 
suggesting as most likely a "zoo animal" cause, a team of US military intelligence 
experts who also examined the data, concluded in a Defence Intelligence Agency report 
that the Vela flash could not have been due to natural causes, but was very probably 
a South African nuclear test, citing as evidence not only the Vela signal and the 
Arecibo radiotelescope data, but some (now revealed) slight increases in both acoustic 
and hydroacoustic instruments (the former at a remote Northern Hemisphere site, the later 
at an unidentified location ; even though experts maintained no acoustics should have been 
detected at such a distant site given the intensity level of the suspected blast) ; a U.S. 
Air Force radar station detection of some sort of electro-magnetic pulse immediately 
after the September 22 event ; not to mention a task force of South African warships 
which were engaged in some sort of secret exercise at sea, at roughly the same latitude 
and longitude, at roughly the same time as the flash was observed . 

However, the scientific panel budged not one iota from their "zoo animal" beliefs, 
although they did change their tune slightly. Because of the low probability of the 
floating-rotating meteoroid theory (one chance in a billion) , and the large number of 
previous events of a proven non-nuclear nature, the panel suggested that the Vela signal 
may have been triggered when a speck-sized meteoroid hit the satellite and sent particles 
flying off the satellite, of which two passed in front of the sensors . The evidence used 
by the intelligence experts was judged as "too incomplete to apply to the event" because 
it contained ambiguities in "signal identification and source locations." The scientific 
panel ' s  second explantation was no more satisfying than their fi rst, but more digestable 
than having the mystery utterly unresolved . 

If by now you are utterly and thoroughly confused, hold on to your sanity, the worst 
is yet to come - you ain ' t  seen nothing yet ! 

The American journalist Jack Anderson (in September 1980 - almost a year after the 
fact) quoted a secret CIA report (political/military leaks find no monopoly in Australia) 
which stated that a .mini-bomb (type N for nuclear) had been jointly tested (but detected 
by Vela) by South Africa, Israel (nothing new there) , and Taiwan ! A strange political/ 
military alliance . The CIA report (if for real) must �ely rate " 10 out of 10 " for 
originality ! How this theory explains the problems ; would satisfy the White House 
scientific panel, is not either gone into by the CIA and/or by Jack Anderson. 

Not to be outdone, ex-BBC reporter David Taylor, who headed a team of investigative 
reporters, explained on Granada Television ' s  World in Action programme, how the South 
Africans, with the help of American scientists, Government officials, and companies, and 
in an international web of dealings and counter-dealings (which would make anything Ian 
Fleming ' s  James Bond would be able to deal with something akin to a trip to the super­
market in terms of intrigue) , secretly bought one of the world ' s  most sophisticated 
atomic cannons and tested its nuclear warhead in the South Atlantic - and that was what 
Vela of course saw ! In a nutshell, the South Africans obtained , hence tested, a long­
range nuclear shell, fired from a howitizer gun on a warship. The CIA, through private 
American companies, set up the entire operation for South Africa back in 1 9 7 5  in order 
to give South Africa military superiority over Angola (South Africa and Angola are not 
exactly the best of friends) . If the flash was a terrestrial nuclear one, this is the 
only scenario which can explain-why the blast was only some 8000 metres above the ground 
(sea) level ; why no other satellites detected the blast at the same time (the device 
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was only a mini o ne - wh i ch a l s o  e xpla ins why not enough fal lout was produc ed that co uld 

be detect e d ) ; and why no rocket p l ume ( i f  that w as the t r anspo rt devi ce ) was ever detect e d .  

The t ruth o f  the Wo r l d  i n  Act ion report has never been independent ly con f i rme d - wh i ch i s  

p e rhaps no t s urpris ing i f  i t  i s  t rue ! Aft e r  a l l , the P ent agon , U . S .  State Department , 

an d Ame r i c an Go ve rnn1ent ( at l eas t the P res ident ) , wou ld h ave h ad to have turned a b lind 

eye to the wh e e l ings an d dea l ings - wh i ch ( i f reve aled o f f ic i a l ly ) wo uld make a farce o f  

the Ame r i c an s i gn ing o f  the Nuc l e ar Non - P rol i feration T reaty . 

" As an eminent satellite 'zoologist' 
does it ever worry you that no -one will 
ever understand what you are saying ?" 

But de ar reader , the s tory 

does n ' t  end the re ! I f  ( as I an 

F leming once wro t e )  " on ce is 

happens tan ce , twi c e  is coin cidence , 

but three t imes is enemy action , "  

then we have reached the " co inc i ­

den c e "  s tage ! ( O f  cours e  i f  

previous repo rts are accurate we 

have reached the " enemy act ion " 

s tage cozens , hun dreds , even 

thous ands of times o ver ) . Fo r you 

s ee . . . .  

On Dec ember 1 5 , 1 9 8 0 , an 

Ame r i can s urve i l l an c e  s ate l l i te 

detected another " event " over th e 

o cean n e ar South A f r ic a !  But this 

t ime it was an in frared s i gnal -

the opt i c a l  s ens o rs s aw noth ing ! 

A l tho ugh " o f f i c i a l l y "  the m i l i t a ry 

and s c ienti fic commun ities are in 

agr e ement that th is was not a 

n u c l e ar det e ct ion ( again no h ard­

co re s uppo rt i ng evidence) , th e 

Ameri can spy - in- the- s ky s ate l l i te s  a re des ign e d  not to be foo l ed by natur a l  ph enomena . 

Yet the expl anat ion ( anothe r " zoo an ima l " )  tho ught mos t  like ly , w as a very natu ral 

re f l e ct io n  of s o l ar in frared rad iat ion o f f  the condens ation t ra i l  of a meteor ! The 

obvious hea da che for th e Ame ri can Gove rnment i s  th at obvious ly the U . S .  de tecting 

devices h ave f ai l e d ( or are p rone to f a i l ure ) ; the Amer i c ans c an never be s ure i f  

ano th e r  coun t ry r e al l y  h as condu c t e d  an atmosph e ri c nuc l e a r  tes t , wi th al l the impl i­

cations that ho l ds fo r international nuc l e a r  agreements - if the s at e l l ite c an not t e l l  

a nuc lear explo s io n  from a met eor , what good i s  the s urvei l l ance sys tem a t  a l l , i n  

p a rt ic u l ar i f  t h e  s at e l l ite ' s  data is us e d  fo r a " go/no go " when an d i f  it comes t ime 

to push the button th at l aun ches Wo r l d  War Th r e e ?  

B u t  what i f  the above two " events " we re n e i th er nuclear tes ts ( an d  th ere i s  no 

s upport ing h a rd- co re eviden c e  to s ugge s t  th ey were ) , nor " zoo an ima ls " ( wh ich have a 

ve ry l ow p robabi l ity and fo r whi ch the s at e l l i t es a re des i gn e d  not to detec t ) . ( There 

is no prob ab i l ity i n  th i ngs of th is nature - e i th er you know o r  you don ' t  know - th ere 

is no " maybe " ) . And furth e r , what about the oth er an d nume rous " z oo an ima l "  s i gn als 

det e c t e d  ove r th e years , as reve a l e d  by the Wh i t e  H o us e  s c i ent i fic p anel ( chai red by 

Ja ck Ru ina o f  MIT ) ? Th i s  b r e aks the back o f  not only the wil des t nuc l ear test s cenarios 

( as fre e l y  admitte d  by the U . S . ) , but also the probab i l ity back of f requent natural 

events (wh i ch th e s at e l l ites wou l d  i gno re anyway ) not to mention th e ve ry rare events 

of a " zoo an ima l "  n at u re ( wh i ch the s ate l l ites sho uld a l s o be i gnoring ) . 

To s ay ,  as the Ame r i c an s  d i d  in the initial an alys is o f  th e V e l a  " e vent " that "This 
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co uld remain a my stery foreve r "  j us t  i s n ' t  good enough - not in th is day an d age w ith the 
nuc l e ar sword o f  Damoc les hanging over our col l ect ive h eads ! And that is j ust about the 
only conc lus ion I c are to reach . 

But , as o th e rs h ave specu lat ed so fr eely in th is mat te r , I wil l a l low mys e l f to 
roam some mental co r ridors too . Cou l d  it be that perh aps , j us t  perhaps , that th e 
terre s t rial wat chers are being watched , not by e ach o th er , but by extrat errestri al 
watchers , who in turn have been wat ch e d  by the terres trial watchers , an d that that 
detection maybe , j us t  maybe , might h ave been the c aus e of the various " zoo animals ? "  
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Y O U R  G U I D E  TO T H E  B E S T  U F O  B O O KS 

by M i c h a e l H o ug h , U FO R e s ea r c h  ( N . S . W . ) 

I f  yo u a r e n ew t o  U F O s , y o u  w i l l  p r o ba b l y b e  c o n f u s ed a bo u t  wh i c h o f  t h e  h u n d r ed s  
o f  b o o k s  o n  t h e s u bj e c t a r e t h e mo s t r e l i a b l e .  T h e  b oo k s  l i s t ed be l ow a r e t h e  o n e s  I 
co n s i d e r  to be t h e  mos t a cc u r a t e , y e t  a l s o r e a d a b l e a n d o r i g i n a l . T h e  emph a s i s  i s  o n  
t h e  k n ow n  f a c t s  a bo u t  U F O s , r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a n d pu r pos e o f  t h e p h e n omen o n . 
T h e  l a t t e r  a s p e c t s  a r e s t i l l  v e r y  m u c h  a n  o pe n  q ue s t i on ,  a n d  v e r y  few boo k s  ex i s t t h a t  
a rg u e  t h e s e  a s p ec t s  c o n v i n c i n g l y .  T h e  c ov e r a g e  i s  wo r l d -w i d e ;  n o  book t h a t  a d eq u a t e l y  
cove r s  t h e A u s t ra l i a n U FO s c e n e  i s  y e t  a va i l a b l e .  ( Boo k s  ma r ked N / A  a r e no t r e a d i l y 
a va i l a b l e i n  A u s t r a l i a .  O rd e r  i t  f rom ove r s ea s  t h ro u g h  y ou r l oc a l boo k s h o p ) .  

I f  y o u  h a ve a d ee p  d e s i re fo r ,  o r  a s p i r i t u a l  comm i t me n t to , t h e  ex i s t e n c e  o f  
U F O s , y o u  ma y b e  d i s a p po i n t ed b y  t h i s  s e l ec t i on .  We h a ve n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s - b u t w e  n ev e r t h e l e s s  t h i n k t ha t  s u c h  b e l i e f s  s ho u l d  b e  b a s ed o n  f a c t s . l t  
i s  a n  u n fo r t u n a t e  i n e s c a pa b l e  fa c t  t h a t  a t  l ea s t  9 0 %  o f  r e po r t e d  U FO s i g h t i n g s  a r e 
m i s p e r c e p t i on s  o f  commo n o bj e c t s  o r  n a t u r a l  p h enome n a  - s t a r s , p l a n e t s  a n d  a i rc ra f t , 
i n  pa r t  i c u 1 a r .  

J .  A l l en Hynek . THE U FO EXPERIENCE : A SCIENTIFIC ENQUIRY ( 1 9 7 2) 
Corgi paperba ck edi t i on , 1 9 7 4  ( $2 . 7 5) 

Thi s  book sti l l  rema i ns the best i nt roduction to U FOs even tho ugh now a l i ttl e 
dated . It i s  based on Hynek ' s  2 0  years experi ence of studyi ng UFO reports as consul tant 
to the U . S .  A i r  Force . He descri bes h i s  gradua l conversi on from a ' compl ete skept i c ' to 
the rea l i s a t i on tha t U FOs a re a new phenomenon reported by credi bl e peopl e .  He then 
cl a ss i fi es U FO reports a s  fol l ows : nocturna l l i ghts (NLs) and dayl i ght di scs ( DLs) 
cl ose encounter of th e 1 st kind ( U FO comes wi thi n  5 0 0 ft) ; 2nd kind ( U FO l ands) ; 
and Jrd kind (occupant seen) . Thi s  order of descript i on starts from the l ea st strange 
and works up to the most strange . Thi s  techn i que sho ul d be effecti ve in ma ki ng even 
skepti cs thi nk twi ce . Hynek i s  a l so ri ghtly cri ti ca l  o f  the unscienti fi c  and negati ve 
att i tu des o f  both the Project B l u ebook and Condon i n vest i ga t i ons . 

G ood s uppl ements to Hyneks book a re : 

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF U FOs ( 1 9 7 9) . Rona l d  Story , edi tor . Dol phin paperback 
(Do u bl eday) ( $1 2 . 9 5 U . S . ) . The s tandard reference for some time to come . 
THE H UMANOIDS ( 1 9 6 9 ; Futura paperback edi t i on 1 9 74 : $ 1 . 50)  and 
ENCOUNTER CASES FROM FLYING SA U CER REVIEW (1 9 7 7 ;  Si gnet paperback : $2 . 55) . 
Both books are col l ections o f  papers sel ected from the mag a z i ne ' Fl ying Sa ucer Revi ew ' 
by i ts edi tor Charl es Bowen . Both fea t u re hi gh -strangeness ca ses not studi ed by Hynek 
(h umanoi d ,  a bduct i on and tel eportati on reports ,  for exampl e) . Gordon Crei ghton demol i shes 
the myth o f  the anci ent Ti betan ' gramophone ' l i bra ry . 

A l l an Hendry . 
REPORTING U FO 

THE U FO HANDBOOK : 
SIGHTINGS ( 1 9 7 9 ) . 

A G U IDE TO INVESTIGA TION , EVA LUA TING AND 
Dou bl eda y paperba ck . (About $ U . S .  1 1 )  (N/A) 

Hendry i s  chi ef i n vesti ga tor and mana g i n g  edi tor for INTERNA TIONAL UFO REPORTER , 
a jou rna l publ i shed by Hynek ' s  Centre for UFO Studi es . ( The jou rnal now i s  incorporated 
wi thi n  the fu t u re sci ence news mag a z i ne PROBE) . Th i s  ha rd-hi tt ing enterta ining book 
i s  ba s ed on 1 5  months of tel ephone i ntervi ews wi th th e wi tnesses of 1 3 00 U FO reports . 
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Hendry concl udes that 90% are readi l y  expl i cabl e - planets , stars , ai rcraft , bal l oons , 
meteors and sat el l i te re-entri es bei ng the most commonl y mi sperceiv ed . H i s  83p on IFOs 
and 5 l p  on U FOs shatter many myth s . For exampl e ,  onl y one person was s eeing spots i n  
front of h i s  eyes , a n d  none had been drunk . Yet h i gh l y  qual i fi ed and s incere persons , 
who had read l i ttl e UFO l i terat u re , were sti l l  capabl e of gross errors i n  perceiving 
shapes , di s tances and speeds . The emoti onal overlay was so apparent it becomes very 
di ffi cu l t to seek out the tru e mean i ng of UFOs . The fi nal 1 22 pages therefore eva l uate 
vari ous tool s that are independent of w i tness t estimon y . He consi ders that animal 
react i ons , hypnosi s , l i e  detectors , mul t ipl e wi tnesses and bi noculars are unrel iabl e .  
Radar , pho tographs , radiat i on and magneti c detectors and stat i sti cs are more val uabl e ,  
i f  properl y used ( wh i ch i s  rare - parti cularl y stat i st i cs ) . 

Da vi d M .  Jacobs . THE UFO CONTROVERS Y IN AMERICA ( 1 9 74 ) . Si gnet paperback 
edi t i on , 1 9  7 6 . ( $2 . 7 5)  

Jacobs i s  an assi stan t profes sor o f  modern hi story . Thi s  book was the s u bject 
of h i s  doctoral thes i s .  He traces the h i stori cal dev el opment of the U FO phenomena , 
organ i sat i ons and personal i t i es i n  the U . S .  from 1 8 9 6  to 1 9 7 3 . He draws on many 
publ i shed and u npubl i shed documents i n  both U SAF and private fi l es . Covered are : 
the 1 8 96 ai rs h i p  flap : the 1 9 4 7  s i ghtings , l eadi ng up to the U SAFs Project Sign , and 
i ts downg radi ng to Project Grudge ; i ts rev i tal i sation as Bl u ebook , coi nc i di ng w i th 
the 1 9 5 2  flap ; th e CIA - Robertson panel dec i s i on to debunk the s ubject ; the ri se 
of the contact ees (Adamski and others ) ; Keyhoe and NICAP ' s  stru ggl e to expose the 
ai r force cov er- up , and to force congres s i onal heari ngs ; the i ndependent 1 9 6 6  Condon 
enqui ry , and the deadeni ng effect of i ts n egative concl u s i ons ; and the res u rg e  o f  
i nt erest cau sed b y  t h e  1 9 7 3  U . S .  humanoi d  wave . 

James M .  McCampbel l . U FOLOGY ( 1 9 7 6) . Cel est ial Arts paperback ,  Mi l l brae ,  Cal i forn ia . 
(About $U . S .  6) (N/A) 

McCampbel l i s  a n u cl ea r  engi neer and techni cal manager . He ass umes that U FOs are 
' mecha n i cal construct i on s ' ,  rather than ' obscure natu ral phenomena , hoaxes or psych i c  

projecti ons ' ,  and that most non-tri vial UFO reports a r e  val i d . He extracts patterns 
from a worl dw ide col l ect i on of 1 0 00 reports , and att empts to expl ai n these patterns 
i n  terms of known sci en t i fi c  pri ncipl es .  H i s  w i de -rang i ng anal ys i s  i ncl udes the s i ze ,  
shapes , composi t i on and l um i nos i ty of U FOs , so unds , el ectri cal interference , phys i o l o g i cal 
effects , fl i ght and propul s i on characteri stics , types of occupants of UFOs - and thei r 
act i vi t i es on Earth . He recommends an i nternat i onal study program on U FOs . Compel l i ng 
reading for the techni cal l y  qual i fi ed person - even though McCampbel l cla i ms h i s  study 
i s  onl y prel imi nary , and he cannot be expert i n  al l discipl i nes . 

Jacques Val l ee .  PASSPORT TO MAGONIA : FROM FOLKLORE TO FLYING SA UCERS ( 1 9 70) . 
Tandem paperback edi ti on , 1 9 7 5  ( $2 . 0 0 )  

Val l ee expl ores t h e  many i ntri g u i ng s imi lari ti es between modern humanoid- i n - U FO 
s i ghti ngs , and the fol kl ore of fai ri es , el ves , angel s ,  devi l s  and other aerial peopl e 
that vi s i t  Earth from s uch mythi cal places as heaven , hel l and Magonia . He s i mpl y 
documents thes e ol d and new tal es - unfort unate l y  not a l ways from the ori g i nal sources 
( e . g .  the tal e of the reg i ment that di sappeared at Gal l ipol i  on 2 8 /5/1 91 5 i s  now 
dis credi ted : see Begg 1 9 7 9 ) . He does not attempt to i mpose modern sci enti fi c  
i nterpretat ions . H e  says : " U FOs prov ide a u n i que opport u n i ty to observe fol kl ore 
in the maki ng . . . .  Sci ence has offered no ans wer to some bas i c  needs in our hearts . "  
He th i nks that these U FO ' myths ' cou l d  eas i l y  be manipulated to control h uman 
psychol og i cal and technol og i cal devel opment - a theme he devel ops fu rther i n  h i s  two 
latest books INVISIBLE COLLEGE ( re- i s s u ed as U FOs : THE PSYCHIC SOLU TION , Panther 
paperback 1 9 7 7) and MESSENGERS OF DECEPTION : U FO CONTACTS AND CU LTS (An/Or paperback , 
B erkel ey ,  Cal i forn ia , 1 9 7 9 ) . 
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THE BES T  BOOKS ON RELATED TOPICS 

Rona l d  Story . 
Peter Whi te . 

THE SPACE GODS REVEALED (1 9 7 6 ) . NEL paperback edi t i on ,  1 9 7 8 ( $ 2 . 25 ) .  
THE PAST IS HUMAN ( 1 9 7 8) . A rkon (Ang us & Robertson) paperba ck ( $2 . 9 5 ) . 

Both books l ook cl osel y at Von Dani ken ' s  e vi dence for anci ent a s t rona uts : the 
Pi ri Re ' i s map ,  Na zca l ines , Easter Isl and , the Pal enque a stronaut , etc . They show 
how mu ch of th i s  evi dence is ba sed on inaccu ra t e  and sel ect i ve resea rch and l oose 
a rg ument . Ol d ru ins and rel i cs can be b u i l t by Man h i msel f without the intervent ion 
of ' gods ' .  (Wh i t e  i s  an a rcha eol og i st a t  Sydney Uni vers i t y) . 

For a cont r a ry vi ewpoint , rea d P e t er Krassa ' s  ERICH VON DANIKEN : DISCIPLE OF 
THE GODS ( 1 9 7 6 ; S t a r  paperba ck 1 9 7 8 ) . Thi s  is a passiona t e  defence of Von Dan�ken 
tha t revea l s  many ins i gh t s  into h i s  cha racter - incl u ding h i s  ESP vi s i ons - and the 
campa i gn to deni g rate h i m . 

La wrence Ku sche . THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE MYSTERY 
( $ 2 . 2 5 )  

SOLVED ( 1 9 7 5 ) . NEL paperback . 

Libra r i an Kus ch e  has s t udi ed in deta i l  about 50 di sappearances of shi ps and pl anes 
tha t B er l i t z  and o thers cl a im prove that bi zarre thi ng s  a re happening in the Bermuda 
Tri angl e .  He finds l og i ca l  expl anat i ons for most - especi al l y  hurri canes and other 
bad weather . B erl i tz ' s  da ta is i ncompl ete , s el ecti ve and often not based on ori ginal 
sources . Some disappea rances di d not even take pl ace in the Tri ang l e ,  but as fa r apa rt 
as Irel and , B ra z i l  and the Pa ci fi c coa s t  of Mexi co ( ! ) . Mos t  of the mi shaps rema ining 
unsol ved ( except for the cl a ss i c Mary Cel es t e) were those for whi ch Kusche cou l d  find 
l i t t l e  or no informa t i on .  He a l so shows that the evi dence for the Devi l ' s  Sea off 
Japan is a l s o  bas ed on poor da ta . 

Th i s  book sho u l d be read in conj unc t i on wi th the somewhat sensa t i ona l i s t  
SECRETS O F  THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE ( A l an Landsb u rg : Warner paperback 1 9 78) . It l i s ts 
1 30 di sappea rances , and cha l l eng es some of Kusche ' s  int erpreta t ions , bu t not a l ways 
s u ccess fu l l y .  Short - l i ved ma gne t i c  and/or gra vi ta t i ona l anomal i es ,  wi th or wi thou t bal l 
l i gh tning s t ri kes , a re s u gges t ed as the ca use of some mi shaps . (No t e : No one has ye t 
done an a dequa t e  s ta t i st i cal s t udy to show tha t ships and pl anes do indeed vani sh in 
amounts g rea ter than for the s u rro unding sea s ) . 

Pa u l  B eg g . INTO THIN AIR : PEOPLE WHO DISAPPEAR ( 1 9 7 9) . A . H . & A . W . Reed ( $ 9 . 9 5 ) . 

A j ou rnal i st l ooks a t  the many stori es of peopl e who vani shed on l and , s ea and a i r . 
It i ncl u des a de ta i l ed acco unt of the Bermuda Tri angl e ,  and of the ' mi s s ing reg iment ' 
a t  Gal l i po l i .  Both a re shown to h a ve l i t t l e  bas i s  in rea l i t y ,  the publ i sher ' s  bl u rb 
not wi ths tanding ( "  . .  what i s  ch i l l ing abo u t  t h i s  book i s  tha t . .  there a re s t i l l  some 
di sappea rances tha t cannot be expl a ined in t erms of any na t u ral force" ) .  

Franc i s  H i t ch ing . THE WORLD A TLAS OF MYSTERIES ( 1 9 7 8) . Large forma t Pan pa perba ck 
edi t i on ,  1 9 79 . ( $1 1 . 9 5 ) . 

A fa scina t ing wel l - i l l u s t ra t ed col l ect i on of oddi t i es , rang ing from respectabl e 
(con t inent al dri ft) to fring e  topi cs ( UFOs , ESP) . If you th ink tha t the mi gh t y  advance 
of sci ence and t echnol ogy has l eft l i t t l e undi scovered , t h i s  book shows you o therwi s e . 
Enj oy i t  - b u t  don ' t  uncri t i ca l l y  t el i eve everything . H i t ching tri es to ma inta in a 
bal ance towa rds s ubj ects tha t by thei r na t u re a re inva ri a bl y  s u rrounded by hea ted 
deba t e . A sampl i ng of a rt i cl es : dea th of the dinosa urs ; spontaneous human 
combus t i on ;  Vel i kovsky ' s  theori es ; l e y l ines ; dows ing ; l evi t a t ion; unknown wri t ings ; 
A t l ant i s ; the Si ri us mys t ery; Noa h ' s  Ark ;  Turin shroud; mons ters ; vani shing peopl e ;  
E l  Dorado . 

A s imi l a r but l ess cri t i ca l  book i s  John Mi chel l and Robert R i cka rd ' s  
PHENOMENA A BOOK OF WONDERS ( Thames & Hudson paperba ck , 1 9 7 7 ) . 
' We a ccept e veryth ing ; we bel i eve nothing absol utel y ;  we do not expl a in .  ' I  
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